
 

 

AC/DC GUITARIST ANGUS: “I’m not the Messiah” 
 
Extracted from an interview with Angus Young of AC/DC.                               © R Carvath 2014 

 

 
If my memory serves me correctly, 1997 was the year I got to chat with the Inspiral Carpets’ 

guitarist Graham Lambert, in an interview which was ripped up and taken for tips by the 

Manchester Evening News. 
 

Lambert recalled the days when the once-not-very-famous Noel Gallagher was a roadie for 

the Inspiral Carpets, regretted ‘Inspiral Carpets’ as a choice of band name and discussed his 

future plans. 
 

Fast forward a few years and the now-not-so-famous Noel Gallagher cropped up again, when 

a last-minute opportunity arose to interview one of the world’s most famous guitarists… 
 

It probably shouldn’t have started like this: “Err… Do you have a favourite chord, Mr 

Young?”  But it did. 
 

And Angus winked back: “Yeah, I love G Sus.”  The fact I’m not your typical Rolling Stone 

contributor had already been noticed, and the tone was set for the rest of the interview. 
 

Despite being a Christian, there’s much about AC/DC – most lyrics aside – which I can 

commend: passion, perseverance and professionalism; hard rockers who worked hard to 

succeed; not to mention some of the greatest guitar riffs and solos of the rock ‘n’ roll era.  … 

 

 
[Interview quotes] 

 

RC: “Old video footage of AC/DC [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6TZsSQyeAE] 

playing Let There Be Rock seems to show the band parodying the established church.  Indeed, 

the song’s lyrics are undeniably a parody of famous Biblical phrases and the song aroused 

much criticism back in the ‘70s.  Did you deliberately intend to mock Christian faith, or were 

you simply trying to be controversial for controversy’s sake – to promote the band?  

Presumably you don’t share John Lennon’s view that you’re ‘more popular than Jesus’?” 
 

Angus Young: “Back In Black has got a long way to go to beat the Bible’s sales, so we’re 

definitely not more popular than Jesus!  We’ve always been tongue-in-cheek.  None of us 

ever claimed to be saints and our lyrics are full of, well, sin, I guess, but our early songs 

reflected where we’d been, what we’d done and above all how we felt in the moment.  The 

sound and words of our early songs reflected what mattered to us – not to mention what 

rhymed.  Everybody knows there’s right and wrong, it’s just often folks don’t agree on which 

is which!  Bon [Scott] always had a strong sense of the spiritual.  I gotta be honest, I grasped 

a long time ago that everybody’s a sinner.  I did read some of the Bible once and if you take it 

seriously it’s going to affect you.  I guess the only thing I really have against church is when I 

see people paying lip service to what they claim to believe.  As a musician I have to respect 

the amazing music that’s come from the church over centuries.  And, y’know, Christians can 

rock [the] same as everyone else, and they do use rock music in worship, and why not?  

There are some big Christian artists out there, especially in America.  I even heard Christian 

rappers once, using AC/DC riffs!  The great thing about the internet is radio stations from 

anywhere in the world playing every conceivable kind of music, so for me, it’s like, there’s 

more to life than just AC/DC.    If you’ve never really experienced classical music or church 

music you’re missing out.  Don’t forget, we even managed to fit in a Tchaikovsky reference 

in Let There Be Rock!  I love the power and intensity of blues and rock ‘n’ roll but Mozart 



 

 

and Beethoven and Handel and Bach is something else again.  To convey beauty and love 

through music in ways I can only imagine.  And by the way, Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 

sounds pretty good on an SG.” 
 

RC: “That’s interesting.  You come across as being very down-to-earth; it seems I’m not 

going to get any Noel Gallagher-style ‘Bigger than God’ remarks out of you.” 
 

Angus Young: “Noel who?” 
 

RC: “People do literally worship you.  How do you find being a rock idol?” 
 

Angus Young: “I enjoy playin’ guitar and it pays me well, but I never set out to be anybody’s 

hero or idol.  I’m an entertainer at heart; if what I do brings pleasure to people then I’ve done 

my job.  I‘m not God so why worship me?  Y’ know, who am I?  I’m just a guy playin’ guitar 

at the end of the day.  I’m not the Messiah, I just play guitar.  Fans may live vicariously 

through me playing the guitar, but I’m going to the grave just the same one day.  And I owe 

everything to AC/DC’s fans and followers cos without their support the band’s nothing.” 

 
… 

 

RC: “Will AC/DC be back, and when might that happen?” 
 

Angus Young: “Despite what’s happening with Malcolm, we’ve no plans to retire.  AC/DC 

will be back.  We’re working on new material and we’re planning to tour again soon.” 
 

RC: “Thank you very much, that was great.”    <<< ENDS 


