
 

 

65-year-old Jewish woman sentenced 

for ‘hate crime’ against young Muslims 
 

16:20 hrs, Thursday 21 May 2015                           By Richard Carvath 

 
Richard Carvath was the only journalist to attend the trial of Linda Jones 

(St. Albans Magistrates’ Court, 20/21 April 2015). 
 

This is his report/release following the sentencing of Linda Jones today 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

A 65-year-old Jewish woman was sentenced today for a ‘hate crime’ against two 

young Muslim men. 
 

At St Albans Magistrates’ Court, Judge Annabel Pilling sentenced Linda Jones, 65, of 

St Albans, to a six week curfew and 360 costs. 
 

Judge Pilling found Jones guilty of a religiously-aggravated Section 4 (a) Public Order 

offence at the end of a two-day trial at St Albans Magistrates’ Court last month. 
 

Linda Jones has no previous convictions. 
 

In mitigation, solicitor Michael Phillips’ most important point was how remarkable it 

is that Jones had been, “…doing this type of evangelism for the last ten years” and 

yet “…has never had any complaint before.” 
 

The trial centred on whether or not Linda Jones told two young Muslim men that 

they were terrorists in a Watford street on 17 April 2014. 
 

Linda Jones has always denied and continues to deny saying the words for which 

Judge Pilling convicted her of a crime.  Jones maintains her innocence. 
 

In arriving at her guilty verdict, Judge Pilling chose to accept the testimony of two 

young Muslim men, Hamza Shah, 21, and Haroon Munir, 24, and to completely 

disregard the testimony of Linda Jones as well as five other defence witnesses, 

including the Jewish elder Lionel Zucker. 
 

On 17 April 2014, at Passover time, Linda Jones and other members of the Beit 

Nitzachon congregation were manning a council-approved literature table in the 

centre of Watford.  The table was draped with the national flags of Britain and Israel 

and carried [Messianic] Jewish literature. 
 

Haroon Munir approached the Beit Nitzachon table and engaged in heated 

discussion about Israel with various people in the immediate vicinity of the table. 
 

After several minutes Munir’s friend Hamza Shah succeeded in leading Munir away 

from the argument. 

 



 

 

A telephone complaint about the incident was made to the police by Heather Inglis 

(the third and final prosecution witness at the Jones trial). 
 

Property of the Beit Nitzachon congregation (North London) which was seized by 

police – including the Torah, the Tanakh and the national flag of Israel – remains in 

the custody of Hertfordshire Constabulary. 
 

Linda Jones said, “It is horrifying what has happened to me.  I could not see how I 

could be found guilty of saying things I didn’t say.” 
 

“As a Jewish person I have been falsely blamed by the court for a conversation I was 

not involved in.  I have been declared a criminal for using language I would never 

use.  No Messianic Jew would say the things of which I am accused.  I have not said 

the things for which the Judge has condemned me.” 
 

“The Judge chose to believe two young men who approached us to cause trouble.  

And who are clearly anti-Israel and who support Hamas.  The Judge chose not to 

believe the six people who … told the truth to the Judge.” 
 

“This case is an act of intolerance towards Messianic Jews…  Why is a Jewish lady 

accused of what may or may not have been said in a conversation she was not 

involved in?” 
 

“The police have confiscated the Jewish flag and … our Holy Scriptures.  The Court 

has infringed my basic right to manifest my religion in public.  The police should 

protect us, rather than the police joining in to support those who clearly hate us.  In 

my police interview I felt as if I was no longer living in Britain.” 
 

“I was amazed that the police could ever believe that a Messianic Jew … would say 

such words.  A Messianic Jew loves their neighbour as a foundational requirement.” 
 

“As a Jew I was targeted and falsely accused by those who support Hamas.  The 

court upheld the false allegations and rejected the testimony of six godly people.” 
 

“Help me to get back to Israel.  I cannot live in a country that does this to me.” 
 

Richard Carvath said, “In my opinion Linda Jones has been wrongfully convicted of a 

crime in the most bizarre circumstances.  At the trial it was plain as day that Linda 

Jones is innocent.  This is a very serious miscarriage of justice.” 
 

“The case against Jones has been a fit-up from start to finish.  The original 

complaints to the police and the subsequent prosecution of Linda Jones all reek of 

rabid anti-Semitism.” 
 

Carvath said, “During the trial, prosecution witness Heather Inglis accused Jones of 

pulling the hijabs off several Muslim women who passed by in the street, of racist 

ranting and of swearing like a trooper.  It was quite unbelievable.” 
 

Heather Inglis, 29, has two criminal convictions (2002, 2005), including one for ABH. 
 

Carvath said, “In July of 2014 there was another incident in which Heather Inglis 

ripped the flag of Israel off the Beit Nitzachon table.  Inglis then called the police, 



 

 

and the police came and arrested Linda Jones.” 
 

Richard Carvath said, “Haroon Munir is a young Muslim man of very strong opinions.  

He has attended several anti-Israel marches and demos in London, including outside 

the Israeli Embassy.” 
 

“Mr Munir runs the @Haroon_55 Twitter account where he regularly denounces 

Zionism and the State of Israel.” 
 

Mr Munir’s Twitter feed carries images of defaced Bank of England banknotes, 

including one in which Queen Elizabeth II is depicted in a burka, images of the 

Argentinian football team with a ‘Las Malvinas Son Argentinas’ banner, and images 

of Israel’s national flag being burned. 
 

Mr Munir refers to Israel as a ‘terrorist state’ and a ‘racist country’ on Twitter. 
 

One tweet refers to Zionists as “assholes” and another says, “Zionism is the problem 

not Fatah, not Hamas!!” 
 

In another tweet Mr Munir says “much respect to” football fans displaying a banner 

which reads “Baskonia fans against Zionist scum!” 
 

One tweet carries a cartoon image of Benjamin Netanyahu “twisting the dead body 

of a Palestinian child”. 
 

Other tweets say “…Jews can’t have a state…”, “Jews are not allowed to have a 

state…”, “…a Jewish homeland which they can’t have…” and “…‘Israel’ should not 

exist…” 
 

Richard Carvath said, “If Linda Jones really did criminally harass Haroon Munir, or 

anybody else, then I’m a one-legged ballerina.” 
 

Linda Jones is to appeal against her conviction and a full re-trial is expected to take 

place in three to four months’ time. 


