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Former paratrooper Michael Overd, 51, of Taunton, Somerset, was convicted of a public order offence in March.  

Christian street preacher Mr Overd was convicted of a 'homophobic hate crime' against 29-year-old homosexual 

Darren Chalmers, in relation to a conversation which took place in Taunton last year.  Mr Overd is appealing 

against his conviction and a retrial is to take place at Taunton Crown Court on Friday 31 July. 

A police officer of the Avon and Somerset Constabulary, who cannot be identified, has blown the whistle on the 

police campaign to get rid of Mr Overd from the streets of Taunton.  The whistleblower spoke to journalists 

investigating claims that Mr Overd has been the victim of an illegal campaign of dirty tricks and intimidation by the 

police.  ‘Hot Fuzz’ said the following: 

"I can confirm a fellow police officer did attempt to incite a member of the public to attack Mr Overd." 

"We've encouraged several people to make bogus complaints to us about Mr Overd." 

"Last year we started a smear campaign against Mr Overd in the press.  This was driven by Sergeant Kimmins.  

We told the public that he is, in effect, a criminal, and to report him to us, and since then, reporting Mr Overd to 

the police has become almost Taunton's favourite pastime." 

"I'm disgusted by what we've done to Mr Overd.  There is no doubt that Mr Overd's opinions are offensive to 

some people but he is not breaking the law by expressing himself in the way he does.  He does not incite violence 

and he is entirely peaceful and he does not accost passers-by." 

"We've attempted repeatedly to intimidate Mr Overd in person, when he is preaching, and a couple of months ago 

the Force threatened Mr Overd with an ASBO, using his conviction in March to justify giving him a formal warning 

for anti-social behaviour, despite knowing that this could prejudice the pending retrial.  In fact this action was 

intended to prejudice the retrial and to further intimidate Mr Overd.  When he was sentenced at Bristol Crown 

Court in March, the CPS did not seek any order restraining Mr Overd preaching, so why were we threatening him 

with an ASBO just a couple of months later?  Only to put the frighteners on him and to bolster the case against 

him, in view of the retrial." 

"The campaign against Mr Overd is extraordinary.  It is Sergeant Kimmins' personal crusade, his obsession, 

encouraged by some of the local traders who dislike Mr Overd.  Before Sergeant Kimmins made it his mission to 

get rid of Mr Overd, so as to please a few traders, Mr Overd was not a town centre priority and was no more an 

issue than any other preacher, busker, beggar or chugger.  In fact the [Taunton] town centre has real issues with 

drugs, drunk disorderly and ASB but despite it all Mr Overd has become public enemy number one." 

"I'm disgusted by my own Force's campaign against Mr Overd.  It's underhand, unlawful and unnecessary.  

Some of my colleagues have broken the law themselves in their desperate efforts to stop him preaching.  It 

doesn't make any sense the way we've gone after him.  What is it about this one man that we've got to stop him 

at all costs?  The Force has spent a fortune in money and manpower chasing this one man and he isn't even 

breaking the law.  I'm disgusted by what I've seen and I fear where it will end." 


