
Rod Thomas is Bishop of Maidstone.  Rod spent ten years as the press officer for Reform followed by eight years 

as the chairman.  Before appointment as a bishop he was on the General Synod for fifteen years.  Following are 

extracts from Rod’s recent address to a meeting of conservative evangelical Anglicans (as noted by journalist 

Richard Carvath).  The main concern of this particular meeting was the Church of England’s ongoing crisis 

regarding its position on homosexual behaviour.  The extracts are in chronological order; the first four extracts are 

taken from Rod’s main address and the last three come from Rod’s answers given in a Q&A session. 

“Within the Church of England we have a doctrinal foundation which is profoundly evangelical.  …we 

[conservative evangelicals] stand for what is central to the Church of England.  …the doctrine of the 

Church of England is grounded in the Holy Scriptures … our fundamental authority is the Holy 

Scriptures…  The doctrinal basis of the Church of England is thoroughly good.” 

“How can we hold the Church of England … true to scripture, in the face of all the pressures [of 

contemporary British society] on us to do something different?  …if you choose to leave the Church of 

England because you don’t like the way these pressures are playing out in the Church of England, then I 

think that by doing that we are avoiding the struggle to which the Lord is calling us … and if we think we 

can move outside we will simply find ourselves facing that same struggle – because it’s a cultural one – 

somewhere else.  So let’s fight here…” 

“I think that the key indicator of where the Church is going, is going to be revealed to us at the start of 

2017, because at the start of 2017 the House of Bishops is likely to come up with its proposals for the 

way forward on the whole issue of sexuality, and that will start to give us an indication of where we’re 

heading, and the debates leading up to that will be some of the key debates in the House of Bishops.” 

“…we would be foolish not to be thinking ‘What if?’  David Holloway always said that, ‘Pray for 

miracles, plan for likelihoods.’  We would be foolish not to prepare for things to go wrong, even though 

we must work hard to try to stop that happening.  …all of this is up in the air, but the Lord calls us to be 

faithful…” 

“The issue of ‘Are we accommodating lots of different theologies?’ - it is certainly true that the 

Archbishop [Justin Welby] is concerned that if we cannot agree we should at least disagree well.  What 

does that mean?  Does that mean that we all carry on living under the general institutional heading of 

‘Church of England’ but actually all do different things, or does it mean, as I’ve heard the Archbishop’s 

Director of Reconciliation saying, that, if we’re going to disagree, then we’re going to recognise that 

some are going to leave the Church of England, in which case, can we organise it so that they leave in a 

way that, sort of, in a sense, ‘blesses’ each other, in other words, doesn’t end up in court with a fight 

over the buildings, as happened in the United States.  So I think the Archbishop’s desire is to achieve 

the best witness we can out of this, even if we can’t agree.  I’m not sure that amounts to 

accommodating different theologies, but it does amount to this concept of good disagreement.  There 

are a number of people that aren’t terribly happy with just leaving it there because, you know, in the 

New Testament we don’t hear about good disagreement between churches, do we?  We hear about 

unity.  What I think we want to aim for is keeping faithful to what the Word of God teaches, and letting 

others move away if they want to, but try and preserve this ground for the Church of England.  …we 

really do have to look to bodies like the Christian Institute and Christian Concern, Care for the Family 



and so on, as well as the Church of England’s own legal team and parliamentary team, to try to protect 

us from people who are applying secular standards to theological issues.” 

“…the only way I know of pushing back is to be faithful in our teaching of God’s Word, so first of all 

insisting that the Bible is God’s Word, having the credibility to say that, because of the lives we lead, and 

also the work we have done, so we need scholarly work to back up our interpretation of the Bible so 

that it’s seen not to be a partial interpretation by us because we’ve got an agenda but actually seen to 

be a legitimate means of interpreting the Word of God.  So we need to have good people in academic 

life who are doing that work and pushing back on that, we need to be praying very much for a move of 

the Holy Spirit and for strength to those who do believe in the Bible as the Word of God, always 

remembering of course that many liberal opponents have actually been recruited from evangelical 

ranks.  It’s people who have lost confidence in the Bible as the Word of God who are very often moving 

these new agendas on.  …we mustn’t lose heart, we mustn’t lose heart, we mustn’t think ‘The game’s 

lost’ before it’s been lost – in fact it’s eminently winnable.  Let’s be pushing forward courageously and 

not shutting up when these things are discussed…” 

“…at the moment the Church of England is engaged in a process called ‘Shared Conversations’ where 

groups of people in groupings of dioceses have been called together to talk through the whole issue of 

sexuality.  The basis of those talks I think is questionable and Reform has itself said that it doubts 

whether it’s wise to participate but … the outcome of those shared conversations will be in some form 

or other, we don’t know quite how, relayed to the General Synod in July 2016.  The question then is, 

‘What is General Synod going to do about it?’  Although nobody can be sure about exactly what’s going 

to happen, it seems possible that what will happen is that a number of members will put forward private 

members motions on sexuality, wanting to move the Church one way or another and, within the 

General Synod, as soon as you get a hundred members signing on a piece of paper that they are in 

support of a particular motion it has to be considered by the Business Committee for marshalling on a 

future agenda.  And then when it comes up, it’s on the agenda and people vote on it.  So there’ll be a 

series of private members motions and in order to, sort of, head off chaos on this, it seems likely that 

the House of Bishops will itself come up with a motion to bring to the General Synod on the subject of 

sexuality, in order to allow all the issues that have come up through private members motions to be 

aired.  What will the House of Bishops propose?  That’s the key question.  What will they propose?  

That’s what’s going to happen in early 2017, I think.  Can’t be sure, but likely it’s the General Synod, 

February 2017, will receive something from the House of Bishops.  What will they propose?  Will they 

propose better discipline in the Church?  Will they propose permission, you know, so that they will say, 

‘Look, the Church of England stands where it’s always stood on marriage and homosexuality, but we will 

give permission for those parishes that disagree to offer prayer on a pastoral basis for those in same-sex 

“unions” ’?  Or will they go further?  Will they say, ‘We ought to provide a liturgy that enables people 

to have prayers in church’?  Will they go further, and say, ‘Actually, we ought to give permission for 

people to conduct the blessing of same-sex “marriages” in church’?  Or will they go further, and say, 

‘We ought to give permission for people to conduct same-sex “marriages” in church’?  I don’t think 

they will propose much more than that…” 


